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AN ACT
To repeal section 590.020, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to peace

officer licenses.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A.  Section 590.020, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 590.020, to read as follows:2

590.020.  1.  No person shall hold a commission as a peace officer without a valid peace
officer license.  2

2.  The director shall establish various classes of peace officer license and may provide3
that certain classes are not valid for commission within counties of certain classifications, by4
certain state agencies, or for commission as other than a reserve peace officer with police powers5
restricted to the commissioning political subdivision.  6

3.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, no license shall be required: 7
(1)  Of any person who has no power of arrest; 8
(2)  To seek or hold an elected county office, subject to such requirements as chapter 57,9

RSMo, may impose; 10
(3)  To be commissioned pursuant to section 64.335, RSMo, as a park ranger not carrying11

a firearm; 12
(4)  To be commissioned as a peace officer by a political subdivision having less than13

four full-time paid peace officers or a population less than two thousand, provided that such14
commission was in effect on August 28, 2001, and continually since that date, and provided that15
this exception shall not apply to any commission within a county of the first class having a16
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charter form of government; 17
(5)  Of any reserve officer continually holding the same commission since August 15,18

1988; [or] 19
(6)  For any person continually holding any commission as a full-time peace officer since20

December 31, 1978; or21
(7)  Of any bailiff or marshal of any court.  22
4.  Any political subdivision or law enforcement agency may require its peace officers23

to meet standards more stringent than those required for licensure pursuant to this chapter.24


